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1. Studies, case studies and projects 
1 The new frontier: A baseline 

survey of large-scale land-based 
investment in Southern Sudan

Norwegian People’s 
Aid: David K. Deng 

2011 This report is part of a baseline survey of large-scale 
land-based investment in Southern Sudan prepared 
for Norwegian People’s Aid (NPA). It presents data on 
28 foreign and domestic investments planned or 
underway across the ten states of Southern Sudan. In 
just four years, between the start of 2007 and the end 
of 2010, foreign interests sought or acquired a total of 
2.64 million hectares of land (26,400 km2) in the 
agriculture, forestry and biofuel sectors alone. That is 
a larger land area than the entire country of Rwanda. 
If one adds domestic investments, some of which date 
back to the pre-war period, and investments in 
tourism and conservation, the figure rises to 5.74 
million hectares (57,400 km2), or nine percent of 
Southern Sudan’s total land area. While in theory, this 
influx of investment could provide development 
opportunities for rural communities, without the 
appropriate procedures in place there is a danger that 
it will serve to undermine livelihoods. Below are a 
series of recommendations that may help the 
Government of Southern Sudan (GoSS), its 
international partners, civil society, companies, 
investors, and rural communities in Southern Sudan 
to address the risks and opportunities of largescale 
land investments moving forward. 

Southern Sudan Researched 
by GADET-
Pentagon and 
South Sudan 
Law Society 

2 The tradegy of Public lands: the 
fate of the commons under 
global comercial press

International Land 
Coalition (ILC): 
Liz Alden Wily  

2011 Impact of commercial pressures upon common lands 
 Identification of factors that make local 

possessions of the commons vulnerable to 
involuntary loss in the face of commercial 
pressures 

 How are commons being affected by the current 
land rush? 

o The threats to peace: history is clear, 
that deprivation of land can be a major 
trigger to conflict and outright civil war; 
examples for land rights, land use 
conflicts  

o Examples of new land acquisitions 
affecting people´s commons 

DRC, Ethiopia, 
Kenya, 
Madagaskar, 
Mali, 
Mozambique, 
Liberia, Sudan, 
Zambia, Ghana, 
Rwanda, laos, 
Cambodia, 
Philippines, 
Indonesia, 
Malaysia, 
Pakistan, India, 
Peru, Nicaragua 

 

http://www.npaid.org/filestore/NPA_New_Frontier.pdf
http://www.npaid.org/filestore/NPA_New_Frontier.pdf
http://www.npaid.org/filestore/NPA_New_Frontier.pdf
http://www.landcoalition.org/sites/default/files/publication/895/WEB_WILY_Commons_final_layout.pdf
http://www.landcoalition.org/sites/default/files/publication/895/WEB_WILY_Commons_final_layout.pdf
http://www.landcoalition.org/sites/default/files/publication/895/WEB_WILY_Commons_final_layout.pdf
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3 social impacts of land 

commerzialization in Zambia: a 
case study of Macha mission 
land in Coma district

International Land 
Coalition (ILC): 
John T. Milimo, Joy H. 
Kalyalya, Henry 
Machina, Twamane 
Hamweene 

2011  Settlement on mission land; church started to 
make commercial use of the land and brought in 
a foreign investor to introduce economically viable 
commercial activities such as growing Jathropa 

 Consequences 
o illegal squatters would be evicted 
o affected villages formed committees to 

fight the eviction 
o benefits of the foreign investor such as 

infrastructure are far outweighed by 
negative impacts 

o the situation hast created tensions and 
affected social cohesion, new conflicts 
arose 

 analysis of positive and negative impacts 
 coping strategies 
 suggested solutions 
 individual case studies 

Sambia  

4 Commercial Pressures on land in 
Asia: an overview

International Land 
Coalition (ILC): 
Roel R. Ravanera 

2011  Impact of new agricultural investment on land 
tenure and food security especially for rural 
communities, women and indigenous peoples and 
environment 

 Growing competition for land in Asia 
 Background of agriculture in Asia 
 Landcompetition due to agricultural investments 

o Not only caused by drivers of biofuels 
and food security but also by 
development of tourism, special 
economic zones, migration and mining 

 Characteristics and implications of new land deals 
o Although land investments advance rural 

development the new land deals are 
threatening host countries food security, 
damaging the natural resource base, 
degrading rural women, and alienating 
the tribal minorities 

o Cultural worth of land especially for 
women 

o Several farmer groups have shown 
resistance, instigating land conflicts and 
social movements 

Indonesien, 
Nepal, Pakistan, 
Indien, 
Philippinen 

 

http://www.landcoalition.org/sites/default/files/publication/925/WEB_ZLA_Zambia_final_layout.pdf
http://www.landcoalition.org/sites/default/files/publication/925/WEB_ZLA_Zambia_final_layout.pdf
http://www.landcoalition.org/sites/default/files/publication/925/WEB_ZLA_Zambia_final_layout.pdf
http://www.landcoalition.org/sites/default/files/publication/925/WEB_ZLA_Zambia_final_layout.pdf
http://www.landcoalition.org/sites/default/files/publication/909/WEB_RAVANERA_Asia_final_layout.pdf
http://www.landcoalition.org/sites/default/files/publication/909/WEB_RAVANERA_Asia_final_layout.pdf
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o Farmers´resitance and state´s response 

to land conflicts; various examples to a 
range of reactions to land acquisitions 
and governments responses 

 Conclusion and recommendations 
o New pressures have intensified conflicts 
o Reconsideration of investment policies 

considering the pedicament faced by 
local farming communities: 
strengthening land administration, 
formulate land use management policy, 
make the people part of the programme 

o Empower civil society 
o Bilateral and multilateral development 

inputs required to strengthen land 
governance 

5 After Daewoo? Current Status 
and perspectives of large-scale 
land aquisition in Madagaskar

International Land 
Coalition (ILC):  
Rivo Andrianirina- 
Ratsialonana, Landry 
Ramfarojohn, Perrine 
Burnod, André Teyssier 

2011  The study presents the evolution of large 
agricultural investments in Madagascar between 
2005-2010 

 Goal of the study is to produce information about 
the on-going processes of agribusiness 
establishment, in order to draw lessons able to 
support Magalasy public authorities in the 
conception of a collaborative and transparent 
regulatory framework 

 Lessons learned: 
o Top down approach 
o Lack of interest in local land negotiations 
o Inequitable agrarian contracts 

 Impact assessment 
o Social &environmental commitments 

without real control 
 Securing land rights: improvements to be persued

o Land security of local occupants and 
owner 

o Position and reactivity of users and 
owners: example of contestation by the 
public and technical services to secure 
natural resource management rights 

 Strategies to strengthen local community rights 
 Regulate access to land and secure the existing 

Madagaskar  

http://www.landcoalition.org/sites/default/files/publication/905/WEB_CIRAD_OF_Mada_ENG_final_layout.pdf
http://www.landcoalition.org/sites/default/files/publication/905/WEB_CIRAD_OF_Mada_ENG_final_layout.pdf
http://www.landcoalition.org/sites/default/files/publication/905/WEB_CIRAD_OF_Mada_ENG_final_layout.pdf
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land rights; role of local land offices in mediation 
and prevention of conflicts between local 
populations, operators and state-owned land 
services?  

6 The concentration of land 
ownership in latin America. An 
approach to current problems

International Land 
Coalition (ILC): 
Elisa Wiener Bravo 

2011  The study tackles the problem of land 
concentration in various countries in Latin 
America. Key questions are: How serious is the 
problem for Latin America? What are the 
pelicularities of the different countries? What 
types of concentration of land ownership can be 
found? Which actors are involved? What are the 
impacts that this phenomenon produces? 

 Neolibaeral reforms in Latin America 
 From the 1990s to today 
 Trends and constants in the concentration of 

landownership 
 The new large-scale land ownership 

 Concentration of landownership for 
agricultural purposes, for biofuels, mining, 
forest exploitation 

 Large-scale ownership case studies:  
o Land in indegenious terretories in 

Peru and Nicaragua; use of different 
strategies by the communities 
defending their lands and the 
environment; conflict cycle that has 
followed the same pattern in recent 
years 

o Expansion of the agricultural frontier 
Brazil 

o Agribusiness and small-and medium-
size farmers Peru, Uruguay 

 Social unrest because of asymmetrical 
relationships between companies and 
communities; the lack of consultation regarding 
the communities and a state that is openly 
favourable to foreign investment 

 Final reflections: conflicting issue: which 
agricultural and rural development model will 
permit people to escape poverty?; large-scale 
ownership – concentration of power 

Mexico, 
Zentralamerika, 
Andenländer; 
Peru, 
Nicaragua, 
Brasilien, 
Uruguay 

http://www.landcoalition.org/sites/default/files/publication/913/WEB_LA_Regional_ENG_final_layout.pdf
http://www.landcoalition.org/sites/default/files/publication/913/WEB_LA_Regional_ENG_final_layout.pdf
http://www.landcoalition.org/sites/default/files/publication/913/WEB_LA_Regional_ENG_final_layout.pdf
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7 The new conquistadores and one 

very willing colony: A discussion 
on global land grabbing and the 
Philippine experience

International Land 
Coalition (ILC): 
Rosselynn Jaye G. de la 
Cruz 

2011  Philippines´experience in the global context 
 National context: the crisis of agriculture 
 Large-scale land deals in the Philippines 
 The threat to agrarian reform 
 Policy shift towards “agroimperialism” 
 Threat to food security 

Philippinen  

8 Socio-economic impact of 
commercial exploitation of 
Rwandan marshes: A case study 
of sugar cane production in rural 
Kigali

International Land 
Coalition (ILC): 
Muriel Veldman, Marco 
Lankhorst 

2011  The study indicates that if a local population is 
largely dependent on an incoming investor for 
securing their livelihoods, but they have few 
enforceable rights to bargain with, the chances 
that they will benefit from the investment are 
reduced (key question: to which extent has the 
transfer of land affected livelihood strategies) 

o Transfer of marshland to a Ugandan 
based enterprise in 1997 

o Initial resistance of locals was 
quelled with the intervention of 
authorities 

o 13 years after the commercialization 
a small portion of the local 
community has benefited, but the 
majority feel impoverished 

 recommendations to safeguard local communities 

Ruanda  

9 Land deals in Africa - What's in 
the contracts?

IIED: Lorenzo Cotula 2011 This report analyses 12 land deals and their wider 
legal frameworks. Limited access to contractual 
documentation means that the analysis is tentative 
and incomplete. The aim is to discuss the contractual 
issues for which public scrutiny is most needed and to 
promote informed public debate about them. Key 
issues relate to the contracting process, to economic 
fairness between investor and host country, to the 
distribution of risks, costs and benefits within the host 
country, to the degree of integration of social and 
environmental concerns, and to the extent to which 
the balance between economic, social and 
environmental considerations can evolve over often 
long contract durations. 

Kamerun, 
Äthiopien, 
Liberien, 
Madagaskar, 
Mali, 
Senegal, 
Sudan 

 

http://www.landcoalition.org/sites/default/files/publication/911/WEB_ARNow_Philippines_final_layout.pdf
http://www.landcoalition.org/sites/default/files/publication/911/WEB_ARNow_Philippines_final_layout.pdf
http://www.landcoalition.org/sites/default/files/publication/911/WEB_ARNow_Philippines_final_layout.pdf
http://www.landcoalition.org/sites/default/files/publication/911/WEB_ARNow_Philippines_final_layout.pdf
http://www.landcoalition.org/sites/default/files/publication/908/WEB_RCN_Rwanda_final_layout.pdf
http://www.landcoalition.org/sites/default/files/publication/908/WEB_RCN_Rwanda_final_layout.pdf
http://www.landcoalition.org/sites/default/files/publication/908/WEB_RCN_Rwanda_final_layout.pdf
http://www.landcoalition.org/sites/default/files/publication/908/WEB_RCN_Rwanda_final_layout.pdf
http://www.landcoalition.org/sites/default/files/publication/908/WEB_RCN_Rwanda_final_layout.pdf
http://pubs.iied.org/12568IIED.html
http://pubs.iied.org/12568IIED.html
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10 Political Dynamics of Land-

grabbing in Southeast Asia: 
Understanding Europe´s Role

Transnational Institute 
(TNI): 
Saturnino M. Borras Jr., 
Jennifer C. Franco 

2011  Differences to land grabbing in Africa; driving 
force of land grabbing in Asia; Europe´s direct 
and indirect influence on land grabbing 

 3 different case studies and common messages 
o Cambodia: Kampong Speu; land 

acquisition for sugarcane production; 
special government programm for large 
land concessions to promote 
investments; export of goods under the 
EBA-agreement; running conflict 
between the villagers, the company and 
the government 

 Kambodscha (Kampong Speu, Sugar Cane; EBA- 
Abkommen; displacements; conflict between 
villagers & company & government; varoius forms 
of resistance) 

 Indonesien (oil palm production) 
 Philippinen (Mindanao; cassava, oil palm) 
 Analysis and discussion: Europe´s role, Eu-Politic, 

Codes of Conduct; political dynamics of land 
grabbing in southeast Asia; land use change, crop 
use change, land property relations change, land 
use classification 

Kambodscha, 
Indonesien, 
Philippinen 

 

11 Land outsorcing and agro-
investment in africa. Rebuilding 
capacity for policy analysis and 
'pro-poor' policy making in Africa

RUZIVO TRUST: 
Prosper B Matondi, 
Mandivamba Rukuni 

2010 RUZIVO TRUST is in the process of developing a 
project that is intended to systematically address the 
nature of land outsourcing in Africa. The research and 
capacity building project is aimed at lodging the issues 
within the African intellectual arena, as there are a 
few debates around land outsourcing phenomenon, 
when its impact (real and potential) will have wider 
implications in terms of food security, economic 
progress, political and social relations. Land related 
conflicts in Africa have been consistent problem in 
terms of inequities, poor land rights, inadequate land 
registration, poor legal framework and even lack of 
land policy. The land out sourcing process by external 
investors is coming at a time Africa has a weak 
capacity to meaningfully craft policies at national, 
regional and continental level that would be 
beneficiary to its own people. In fact, the principles 
being engaged on responsible investments are derived 

Afrika  

http://www.tni.org/report/political-dynamics-land-grabbing-southeast-asia-understanding-europes-role
http://www.tni.org/report/political-dynamics-land-grabbing-southeast-asia-understanding-europes-role
http://www.tni.org/report/political-dynamics-land-grabbing-southeast-asia-understanding-europes-role
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/EXTARD/Resources/336681-1236436879081/5893311-1271205116054/MatondiRukuni.pdf
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/EXTARD/Resources/336681-1236436879081/5893311-1271205116054/MatondiRukuni.pdf
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/EXTARD/Resources/336681-1236436879081/5893311-1271205116054/MatondiRukuni.pdf
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/EXTARD/Resources/336681-1236436879081/5893311-1271205116054/MatondiRukuni.pdf
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from international organisations with limited 
grounding or research in Africa by Africans. 
 Dimensions of Conflict at Micro Levels  
 Capacity building in Africa on Land Governance 

Issues  

12 Foreign Land Deals and Human 
Rights. Case Studies on 
Agricultural and Biofuel 
Investment

Center for Human 
Rights and global 
Justice (CHR&GJ), NYU 
School of Law 

2010  Connections between large-scale land 
investments and human rights 

 Large-scale land deals have the potential to fuel 
conflict 

 Case studies on agricultural and biofuel 
investment 

o Southern Sudan: post conflict situation, 
risks of returning to war facing problems 
like food insecurity; high levels of food 
insecurity contribute to conflict; large 
scale land acquisitions may also pose 
risks to local livelihoods by restricting 
access to natural resources that are the 
subject of fierce competition: conflict 
between ethnic groups in the area of 
aquired land 

o Mali: case study with best practices 
regarding agricultural investment 

Tansania, 
Südsudan, 
Pakistan, 
Mali 

 
 
 
 

13 Land Acquisition and 
Accumulation in Tanzania

PELUM, Tanzania; 
Chambi Chachage 

2010 Landinvestitionen in Tansania – eine „win – win“ 
Situation?  
Die von der NRO Pelum Tanzania (Participatory 
Ecological Land Use Management) in Auftrag 
gegebene Studie erläutert anhand von fünf 
Fallbeispielen die Mechanismen großflächiger 
Landkäufe in Tansania. Im Vordergrund der Analyse 
stehen die Auswirkungen für Kleinbäuer/innen und 
Viehhalter/innen in den betroffenen ländlichen 
Regionen. Welcher Nutzen ergibt sich für die 
Dorfbewohner/innen? Welche Risiken bergen die 
Landkäufe und -anhäufungen hinsichtlich 
verschiedener Aspekte von Landrechten? Was spricht 
für und gegen eine „win-win“ Situation auf Seiten der 
Investoren und der Dorfgemeinschaften? 
 

Tansania  

14 A bitter harvest and grounds for 
reform: the Nuba Mountains, 

Berghof Peace Support: 
Judith Large, El-Lazim 

2010 This paper will revisit Comprehensive Peace 
Agreement provisions and current developments, in 

Sudan Working Paper 

http://www.chrgj.org/projects/docs/landreport.pdf
http://www.chrgj.org/projects/docs/landreport.pdf
http://www.chrgj.org/projects/docs/landreport.pdf
http://www.chrgj.org/projects/docs/landreport.pdf
http://www.eed.de/fix/files/doc/110406_Land_Acquisition_Tanzania.pdf
http://www.eed.de/fix/files/doc/110406_Land_Acquisition_Tanzania.pdf
http://www.berghof-peacesupport.org/publications/SUD_Bitter_Harvest_and_Grounds_for_Reform.pdf
http://www.berghof-peacesupport.org/publications/SUD_Bitter_Harvest_and_Grounds_for_Reform.pdf
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conflicted land and transitional 
Sudan

Suleimann El-Basha that the South has benefited from implementation in 
practical de facto autonomy whereas measures for the 
transitional areas (Southern Kordofan, Blue Nile and 
Abyei) and national-level reform are well behind. It 
will look particularly at the need for untangling access, 
use and ownership claims (local, traditional, regional, 
national and international/corporate levels) regarding 
land use and tenure; and why dialogue and action on 
the same are needed to clarify ways of working and 
living in the new-post referendum Sudan. While 
anticipating additional complications through Sudan’s 
place in the ongoing global land grab, it will 
differentiate between land ‘governance’ and land 
‘sovereignty’ when pointing to specific processes 
needed for reform and violence prevention. 

15 Biofuel landgrabbing in northern 
Ghana

RAINS: 
Bakari Nyari 

  case study about a Norwegian biofuel company 
trying to establish a jatropha plantation in 
Kusawyu, Northern Ghana 

 vulnerability to large scale biofuel plantation; 
warning to other african communities, leaders 
and policy makers to be wary of the promises 
made by biofuel investors and the disasters that 
their landgrabbing may bring 

 Lessons learned 
o E.g. the strategy emploeyed by the 

biofuel companies appears to be to 
create conflict in communities by 
making community leaders appear 
anti-development which thus sets 
the people against them 

 Work of the NGO towards the conflict; process of 
hearings  

 NGO´s view on the ongoing threat: “We cannot 
afford to be caught unawareness in the war with 
the biofuel companies. The ancestors are on our 
side and we shall win the war” 

Ghana  

16 The New scramble for Africa: 
how large-scale acquisition of 
sub-Saharan Africa’s land by 
multinational corporations and 
rich countries threatens 

Journal of sustainable 
development in Africa: 
Richard INGWE, James 
OKORO, and Joseph K. 
UKWAYI 

2010  Aetiological analysis of the challenge that 
threatens sustainable development in Africa 

 The specific objective is to highlight the way land 
grabbing by Multinational Corporations (MNCs) 
will lead to intensification of the existing problem 

Subsaharisches 
Afrika 

Centre for 
Research and 
Action on 
Developing 
Locals, 

http://biofuelwatch.org.uk/files/biofuels_ghana.pdf
http://biofuelwatch.org.uk/files/biofuels_ghana.pdf
http://www.jsd-africa.com/Jsda/V12No3_Summer2010_A/PDF/The%20New%20Scramble%20for%20Africa,%20How%20Large-Scale%20Acquisition%20of%20Sub-Saharan%20Africa's%20Land%20(Ingwe,%20Okoro,%20Ukwayi).pdf
http://www.jsd-africa.com/Jsda/V12No3_Summer2010_A/PDF/The%20New%20Scramble%20for%20Africa,%20How%20Large-Scale%20Acquisition%20of%20Sub-Saharan%20Africa's%20Land%20(Ingwe,%20Okoro,%20Ukwayi).pdf
http://www.jsd-africa.com/Jsda/V12No3_Summer2010_A/PDF/The%20New%20Scramble%20for%20Africa,%20How%20Large-Scale%20Acquisition%20of%20Sub-Saharan%20Africa's%20Land%20(Ingwe,%20Okoro,%20Ukwayi).pdf
http://www.jsd-africa.com/Jsda/V12No3_Summer2010_A/PDF/The%20New%20Scramble%20for%20Africa,%20How%20Large-Scale%20Acquisition%20of%20Sub-Saharan%20Africa's%20Land%20(Ingwe,%20Okoro,%20Ukwayi).pdf
http://www.jsd-africa.com/Jsda/V12No3_Summer2010_A/PDF/The%20New%20Scramble%20for%20Africa,%20How%20Large-Scale%20Acquisition%20of%20Sub-Saharan%20Africa's%20Land%20(Ingwe,%20Okoro,%20Ukwayi).pdf
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sustainable development  
 

Regions and 
the 
Environment 
(CRADLE) 

of poverty of peasant farmers, further 
fragmentation of land, and reduction farm 
productivity, worsen food security problems and 
aggravate unsound environmental resources 
management practices and worsen social disorder 
via conflicts over environmental (e.g. land) 
resources 

 Historical aspects: Berlin Colonial Conference 

17 Land grabbing and poverty in 
Cambodia: the myth of 
development

LICADHO 2009 In recent years it has become a tragic cliché to say 
that Cambodia is suffering from an “epidemic” of land-
grabbing by the rich and powerful – an epidemic 
which is resulting in the loss of residence and 
livelihoods by the poor and vulnerable on a massive 
scale. 
 Varying perpetrators of land grabbing: from 

disputes between neighbours to increasingly big 
business concerns backed with FDI 

 despite the differences in scale several factors are 
common: the unlawful use of security forces to 
threaten and evict people with legitimate claims 
to land, and the abuse of judicial processes to 
wrongfully rule on ownership and harass those 
who protest. 

 Detailed documentation of land grabs 
 Social land concessions 
 Economic land concessions 
 Military envolvement in land grabbing and forced 

evictions 

Kambodscha Cambodian 
league for the 
promotion and 
defense of 
human rights 

18 Land grabbing in Kenya and 
Mozambique- 
A report on two research 
missions and a human rights 
analysis of land grabbing

FIAN 2010  A human rights framework to analyse foreign land 
grabbing with concluding remarks about land 
grabbing and related human rights violations 
based on 4 country case studies 

 The analysis is based on the rights to food, to 
adequate housing, to an adequate standard of 
living including access to resources the right to 
work and the rights to information and political 
participation 

 2 cases of land grabbing in the Tana River delta 
(Kenya, the Yala Swamp case (Kenya) and the 
Massingir case (Mozambique) 

 land grabbing is a violation of the ICESCR 

Kenia, 
Mosambik 

 

http://www.licadho-cambodia.org/reports/files/134LICADHOREportMythofDevelopment2009Eng.pdf
http://www.licadho-cambodia.org/reports/files/134LICADHOREportMythofDevelopment2009Eng.pdf
http://www.licadho-cambodia.org/reports/files/134LICADHOREportMythofDevelopment2009Eng.pdf
http://www.fian.de/online/index.php?option=com_remository&Itemid=160&func=fileinfo&id=351
http://www.fian.de/online/index.php?option=com_remository&Itemid=160&func=fileinfo&id=351
http://www.fian.de/online/index.php?option=com_remository&Itemid=160&func=fileinfo&id=351
http://www.fian.de/online/index.php?option=com_remository&Itemid=160&func=fileinfo&id=351
http://www.fian.de/online/index.php?option=com_remository&Itemid=160&func=fileinfo&id=351
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 affection of rights of future generations: land 

grabbing is a long term activity destroying 
ecosystems & foreclosing rights-based rural policy 
options such as agrarian reform 

19 Conflicts over forests and land in 
Asia

RECOFTC: 
Yurdi Yasmi, Lisa 
Kelley, Thomas Enters 

2010 Often the local communities and indigenous peoples 
involved in conflicts confront more powerful actors 
such as developers and governments. Rarely able to 
defend their rights and make their voices heard, they 
often end up losing in the battle over forests and land. 
Eight community–outsider conflict cases were 
examined in six countries across Asia: Cambodia, 
China, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Thailand, and Vietnam, 
with a focus on three broad areas: 

- Conflict impacts 
- Underlying and direct causes of conflict 
- Conflict management approaches 

employed by actors 
 the issue paper aims to shed more light on how 

conflict begins, how it affects actors involved and 
how it can be successfully managed 

 it reveals common negative impacts and positive 
constructive impacts 

 observed conflict management activities were: 
avoidance, negotiation, mediation, coercion 

 lessons learned contain short and long term 
actions 

Cambodia, 
China, 
Indonesien, Lao 
PD, Thailand, 
Kalimantan, 
Vietnam 

FriEnt HP 

20 Socio-economic dynamics of 
biofuel development in Asia 
Pacific

Friedrich Ebert Stiftung 
(FES): 
Christina Schott 

2009 The following analysis provides an overlook of biofuel 
production and consumption in Southeast and East 
Asia and looks at the social impacts including land 
conflicts as well as living and working conditions in 
and around the plantation areas. Although India and 
other South Asian countries are also important players 
in the global biofuels business, they are not included 
in this study, since they are not influencing the 
plantation development in Southeast Asia as much as 
East Asian countries. They are therefore less 
responsible for its social consequences. India indeed is 
a huge buyer of palm oil for example (mainly for its 
food and cosmetics industry), but it is not yet visibly 
investing in land use projects or production facilities 
for biofuels in Southeast Asia. The study is a 

Kambodscha, 
China, 
Indonesien, 
Japan, Korea 
Laos, Malaysia, 
Myanmar, 
Papua 
Neuguinea, 
Philippinen, 
Singapur, 
Thailand, Timor 
Leste, Vietnam 

FriEnt HP 

http://www.recoftc.org/site/uploads/content/pdf/Issuespaperweb_109.pdf
http://www.recoftc.org/site/uploads/content/pdf/Issuespaperweb_109.pdf
http://library.fes.de/pdf-files/bueros/indonesien/07267.pdf
http://library.fes.de/pdf-files/bueros/indonesien/07267.pdf
http://library.fes.de/pdf-files/bueros/indonesien/07267.pdf
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compilation of facts and data on the subject and each 
country profile starts with implemented and planned 
state policies. This is followed by an overview of 
production facilities and feedstock as well as an 
outline of local and international markets for the 
respective products including a table of related 
investor projects. These lists, however, are not 
intended to be exhaustive. The country profiles close 
with insights into land use practices and living and 
working conditions at and around the plantation areas.
A final conclusion gives an outlook on the possible 
development of biofuels production in the region and 
the impacts it will have on the social development of 
Southeast Asian countries. 

21 Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) 
in Developing Countries

GTZ: 
Dr. Matthias Görgen, 
Dr. Bettina Rudloff, Dr. 
Johannes Simons, 
Alfons Üllenberg 
Susanne Väth, Lena 
Wimmer 

2009 The current dramatic increase in sales and leasing of 
land in developing countries makes clear that land is 
an increasingly scarce resource in competition 
between various land use interests [...] At the same 
time, there is growing competition for a limited 
amount of agricultural land, due to rising demand for 
food and fodder, as well as biomass for industrial and 
energy use in national and international markets. 
Against this background, state actors and private 
investors from industrialised and emerging countries 
are using long-term leases or purchase agreements to 
secure large areas of agricultural land in developing 
countries in order to grow food or energy plants for 
export - a process described in international news 
headlines as "land grab" [...] 
This study focuses on these challenges and attempts 
to analyse the so far existing FDI in land. It aims to 
broaden the understanding of the complexity of FDI in 
land in order to provide for better-targeted ways of 
addressing those investments. The main study 
presents background information, causes and impact 
chains. Recent developments concerning large-scale 
land acquisition are presented on the basis of four 
case study countries - Cambodia, Lao PDR, 
Madagascar and Mali." 

 FriEnt HP 

22 Assessnebt and Appraisal of 
Foreign Direct Investments (FDI) 

GTZ: 
Dr. Lioba Weingärtner 

2010 In the context of the global food price, fuel and 
financial crises, foreign direct investments (FDI) in 

 FriEnt HP 

http://www2.gtz.de/wbf/4tDx9kw63gma/gtz2010-0060en-foreign-direct-investment-dc.pdf
http://www2.gtz.de/wbf/4tDx9kw63gma/gtz2010-0060en-foreign-direct-investment-dc.pdf
http://www.gtz.de/de/dokumente/gtz2010-en-foreign-direct-investment-food-security.pdf
http://www.gtz.de/de/dokumente/gtz2010-en-foreign-direct-investment-food-security.pdf
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in land in view of food security land have gained increasing scope and importance in 

recent years. The changing global framework suggests 
that FDI in land may also be of high importance in the 
future. 
Such investments have mobilised a great number and 
variety of different stakeholders at global level as well 
as at country level both in investing countries, and in 
countries receiving investments. Due to a number of 
opportunities, but especially also challenges related to 
such investments, the debate about FDI in land is 
contentious and highly controversial. 
On the one hand, FDI in land and/or agriculture in 
general have long been awaited for in order to support 
and develop rural areas in developing countries that 
are the home of the majority of poor and hungry 
people in the world and that still have untapped 
development potentials available. On the other hand, 
there is a number of examples of harmful practices 
and deals in FDI in land that lead to negative 
outcomes and impacts for people, communities and 
societies as a whole, which are targeted for FDI in 
land and expect to benefit from it. Today, FDI in land 
are characterised by lack of transparency and 
information, high risk of corruption at different levels, 
and unequally distributed bargaining power among the 
different stakeholders involved – factors that lead to 
an unequal sharing of benefits and risks involved in 
FDI in land.  

23 Foreign direct investment in the 
agricultural sector in Ethiopia

HBS, Misereor: 
Lucie Weissleder 

2009 In order to do so this study aims at analysing whether 
the above mentioned global reasons (food security 
and security of financial returns) can also be seen for 
Ethiopia or whether other reasons drive FDI inflows to 
Ethiopia. Through the use of country specific data 
bases and complementary expert interview a detailed 
view of the investment development in Ethiopia for 
the agricultural sector is provided for the years 2000 - 
2008. 
This paper will first give an overview on the 
development of FDI inflows into Africa in the recent 
years. The overview will show that FDI inflows have 
increased differently in the various parts of Africa 

Äthiopien FriEnt HP 

http://www.ecofair-trade.org/pics/en/FDIs_Ethiopia_15_10_09_c.pdf
http://www.ecofair-trade.org/pics/en/FDIs_Ethiopia_15_10_09_c.pdf
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(section 2). Ethiopia is thereby one country that has 
not received high amounts of FDI inflows over time 
but where the interest of foreign countries has 
increased in recent years when regarding the national 
investment database as well as the latest newspaper 
articles. To interpret the development of the FDI 
inflows and hence resultant impacts on the Ethiopian 
economy, a short overview of the current economic 
situation of Ethiopia is given in section 3. Against this 
background information the database generated by 
the Ethiopian Investment Agency is analysed to draw 
a picture of the development of FDI inflows over the 
past years. As the political framework can have a 
significant influence on how attractive a country can 
be for foreign investors, the main trade and 
investment agreements of the main investor countries 
are summarised in section 5. Section 6 presents the 
results compiled by the Ethiopian counterpart Dr. 
Getnet. Conclusions are drawn in section 7 containing 
a short summary of the main results. 

2.  general articles, background papers and reports  
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24 Konfliktrisiko Rohstoffe? Stiftung Wissenschaft 

und Politk (Hrsg: 
Stormy-Annika Mildner) 

2011 Herausforderungen und Chancen im Umgang mit 
knappen Ressourcen 
 u.A. Artikel zu: 

o Landhunger und Fischsterben – 
Konkurrenz um Nahrungsmittel: 

o Grundeigenschaften der Ressourcen 
o Lang grab als Versorgungsstrategie mit 

Risikopotential 

  

25 Journal of Peasant Studies 
Volume 38, Issue 2, 2011

Journal of Peasant 
Studies 

2011 Forum on Global Land Grabbing 
 
Towards a better understanding of global land 
grabbing: an editorial introduction (Saturnino M. 
Borras Jr.; Ruth Hall; Ian Scoones; Ben White; Wendy 
Wolford) 
 
Challenges posed by the new wave of farmland 
investment (Klaus Deininger) 
 
How not to think of land-grabbing: three critiques of 
large-scale investments in farmland (Olivier de 
Schutter) 
 
Centering labour in the land grab debate (Tania 
Murray Li) 
 
Land grabbing in post soviet Eurasia: the world’s 
largest agricultural land reserves at stake (Oane 
Visser, Max Spoor) 

 Artikel frei 
verfügbar 

26 The Outlook on Farmland 
Aquisitions

International Land 
Coalition (ILC): 
Lorenzo Cotula 

2011 This paper takes stock of the evidence on and 
acquisitions for agricultural investments. It 
summarizes findings from collaborative research that 
the IIED has undertaken between 2008 and 2010 
together with a range of international partners. 
 changing global context that underpins the recent 

wave of land acquisitions 
 scale and geography of the phenomenon and its 

key players 
 terms and processes characterising land deals 
 implications of land acquisitions for local people´s 

land access 
 Large scale land acquisitions reflect global 

  

http://www.swp-berlin.org/fileadmin/contents/products/studien/2011_S05_mdn_ks.pdf
http://www.informaworld.com/smpp/title%7Edb=all%7Econtent=g935339693
http://www.informaworld.com/smpp/title%7Edb=all%7Econtent=g935339693
http://www.landcoalition.org/publications/outlook-farmland-acquisitions
http://www.landcoalition.org/publications/outlook-farmland-acquisitions
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economic and social transformations with 
profound implications for the future of world 
agriculture and for the roles of agribusiness and 
family farming within it. Decisions taken now will 
have major repercussions for the livelihoods and 
food security of many people for decades to 
come. 

27 Gefahr oder Chance? – Afrika im 
Fokus ausländischer Investoren

FIAN: 
S. Rötters, L. 
Weissleder, M. Kurz, R. 
Herre 

2010  Artikel zum Thema: Ausländische 
Direktinvestitionen und das Recht auf Nahrung 

o Menschenrechtskonforme 
Investitionspolitik  

o Ausländische Direktinvestitionen in 
Äthiopiens Agrarsektor – Wasser und 
Land für Investoren 

o Vorherige Information Fehlanzeige – 
Uranbergbaupläne gefährden natürliche 
Lebensgrundlagen der Landbevölkerung 
in Tansania: Uranabbau in ökologisch 
sensiblen Gebieten, Energieversorgung 
des Landes durch Atmosrom 

o Gefahr der FDI für indigene Völker mit 
Beispiel Tansania-Massai 

o Investorenpflichten: Vorabkonsultationen 
o Kambodscha: Widerstand gegen 

Landraub; Angst vor Entwicklung 

Äthiopien,  
Tansania,  
Kambodscha 

FIAN Magazin 
für die WSK-
Rechte;  
2010/2 

28 Tatort Acker: Der globale 
Ausverkauf von Ackerland

FIAN, Misereor 2010  Die Gier nach Land schafft Hunger 
 Afrikanischen Bauern wird der Boden unter den 

Füßen weggezogen 
 Zum Bericht von de Schutterer zur UN- 

Vollversammlung 
 Interview mit Manfred Hornung von der 

kambodschanischen NGO LICADHO 

Afrika, Ghana, 
Mali; 
Kambodscha 

 

29 Fact Sheet – Land grabbing FIAN 2010  Land grabbing und das Recht auf Nahrung   

30 Fact Sheet – Landraub in Ghana FIAN 2010  Biotreibstoffe 
 Mechanismen des Land grabbings 
 Recht auf Nahrung 

Ghana  

31 CSO Monitoring 2009-2010 
“Advancing African Agriculture” 
(AAA): The Impact of Europe’s 
Policies and Practices on 

FIAN: 
Alison Graham, Sylvain 
Aubry, Rolf 
Künneman, Sofía 

2010  this report focuses on the role of the EU and it´s 
member states in land grabbing in Africa 

 the report is based on the work done by NGO´s 
and international organisations and agencies; it 

Mosambik, 
Uganda, 
Äthiopien 

FriEnt HP 

http://www.fian.de/online/index.php?option=com_remository&Itemid=160&func=fileinfo&id=356
http://www.fian.de/online/index.php?option=com_remository&Itemid=160&func=fileinfo&id=356
http://www.fian.de/online/index.php?option=com_remository&Itemid=160&func=fileinfo&id=354
http://www.fian.de/online/index.php?option=com_remository&Itemid=160&func=fileinfo&id=354
http://www.fian.de/online/index.php?option=com_remository&Itemid=160&func=fileinfo&id=348
http://www.fian.de/online/index.php?option=com_remository&Itemid=160&func=fileinfo&id=349
http://www.fian.de/online/index.php?option=com_remository&Itemid=160&func=fileinfo&id=350
http://www.fian.de/online/index.php?option=com_remository&Itemid=160&func=fileinfo&id=350
http://www.fian.de/online/index.php?option=com_remository&Itemid=160&func=fileinfo&id=350
http://www.fian.de/online/index.php?option=com_remository&Itemid=160&func=fileinfo&id=350
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African Agriculture and Food 
Security 
Land Grab study

Monsalve Suárez identifies and maps land grabbings potential and 
actual impacts on African rural population, human 
rights issues and other concerns surrounding land 
grabbing 
o impacts of foreign land acquisition on the 

rural population and on the promotion of 
peasant agriculture, e. g.  

 limited access to resources 
 forced evictions 
 conflict, political instability 
 most affected groups 

o case studies: Uganda & Mozambique 
o European direct or indirect involvement 
o Relationship between foreign aid and 

development assistance, trade and land 
grabbing 

 Collected cases of investment in land an farming 
in Africa 

32 Die Jagd ist eröffnet  - Zugang 
zu Land in Zeiten der Krise

FIAN 
Food First: 
Roman Herre, Sue 
Branford, Jürgen Stahn, 
Lisa Lenz, Theodor 
Rathgeber, Uwe 
Hoering 

2009 Thema Landgrabbing mit verschiedenen Artikeln zu 
 Alles in der Krise nur die Landbörse boomt. 

Herausforderungen für die Durchsetzung des 
Rechts auf Nahrung 

 Landpolitik der deutschen EZ 
 China: neue Landpolitik-neue Hoffnung 
 Indigene 
 Fischerei 

Madagaskar, 
Paraguay, 
Kambodscha 

 

33 Das große Bauernlegen. 
Agrarinvestitionen und der  Run 
auf’s Land
 
 

Thomas Fritz 2010 Die Publikation beschreibt die neue Landnahme, deren 
treibende Kräfte, die Risiken für Mensch und Natur 
sowie Maßnahmen zur Eindämmung der zunehmenden 
Flächenkonkurrenz. 
 Agropessimismus, der zu einer langjährigen 

Vernachlässigung der Landwirtschaft des Südens 
führte und nun aber einem regelrechten Agro-
Boom zu weichen scheint   

 aktueller Land Rush, seine wesentlichen Akteure – 
Regierungen, Unternehmen und 
Entwicklungsbanken – sowie eklatante Defizite 
der Agrarinvestments. 

 Maßnahmen der offiziellen 
Entwicklungszusammenarbeit , die dem Anspruch 
nach die Risiken des Agrobooms verringern 

  

http://www.fian.de/online/index.php?option=com_remository&Itemid=160&func=fileinfo&id=350
http://www.fian.de/online/index.php?option=com_remository&Itemid=160&func=fileinfo&id=350
http://www.fian.de/online/index.php?option=com_remository&Itemid=160&func=fileinfo&id=350
http://www.fian.de/online/index.php?option=com_remository&Itemid=160&func=startdown&id=51
http://www.fian.de/online/index.php?option=com_remository&Itemid=160&func=startdown&id=51
http://fdcl-berlin.de/fileadmin/landnahme/FDCL_DasGrosseBauernlegen_28Seiten_WEB.pdf
http://fdcl-berlin.de/fileadmin/landnahme/FDCL_DasGrosseBauernlegen_28Seiten_WEB.pdf
http://fdcl-berlin.de/fileadmin/landnahme/FDCL_DasGrosseBauernlegen_28Seiten_WEB.pdf
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sollen.  

 Da diese jedoch kaum geeignet 
sind,Flächenkonkurrenz, Vertreibungen und 
ländlicher Armut Einhalt zu gebieten, wird 
ergänzend eine alternative Agenda politischer 
Interventionen skizziert  

34 The Great Land Grab 
Rush for World’s Farmland 
Threatens Food Security for the 
Poor

Oakland Institute: 
Shepard Daniel & 
Anuradha Mittal 

2010 The report examines the role of international financial 
institutions in promoting private investment in 
agriculture and landmarkets in response to the global 
food crisis and highlights implications and potential 
consequences of this shift for global food security. If 
further questions the viability of the “win-win” 
argument that has been offered to quell concerns 
around this trend, pointing out that a myopic focus on 
potential benefits, such as increased investment in 
agriculture in poor countries, belies the gravity of the 
rists while removing the issue of food security for the 
worlds poor from the forefront of the debate. 
 Backround Land grabbing 

o Food, energy, private investment 
 Facilating actors 

o Role of international financial institutes 
o Questioning of win-win situation 

 Implications and potential consequences 
o Learning from history 
o Displacements 
o Conflicting theme to land reform 

o Foreign control over land/ conflicts 
over land access 

 Food security 

(Fallbeispiel 
Pakistan) 

 

35 (Mis)investment in 
agriculture The Role of the 
international finance corporation 
in global land grabs

Oakland Institute: 
Shepard Daniel, 
Anuradha Mittal 

2010  This Report focuses on the land grab trend and 
WBG’s role within it; specifically the work of the 
International Finance Corporation (IFC), the 
private sector branch of the World Bank Group, 
its provision of technical assistance and advisory 
services to developing country governments, and 
how these services increase the ability of foreign 
investors to acquire landin developing country 
markets 

 overview of the IFC and the Foreign Investment 
Advisory Service (FIAS), the two WBG 

Afrika;  
Sierra Leone, 
Liberien, 
Äthiopien 

 

http://www.oaklandinstitute.org/pdfs/LandGrab_final_web.pdf
http://www.oaklandinstitute.org/pdfs/LandGrab_final_web.pdf
http://www.oaklandinstitute.org/pdfs/LandGrab_final_web.pdf
http://www.oaklandinstitute.org/pdfs/LandGrab_final_web.pdf
http://www.oaklandinstitute.org/pdfs/misinvestment_web.pdf
http://www.oaklandinstitute.org/pdfs/misinvestment_web.pdf
http://www.oaklandinstitute.org/pdfs/misinvestment_web.pdf
http://www.oaklandinstitute.org/pdfs/misinvestment_web.pdf
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organizations that provide technical assistance 
and advisory services to developing country 
governments.  

 roles of IFC and FIAS in promoting land grabs by 
foreign investors in their efforts to improve the 
‘Investment Climates’ and ‘Business Enabling 
Environments’ of developing countries.  

 3 case studies—Sierra Leone, Liberia, and 
Ethiopia—in which IFC /FIAS advisory services 
have resulted in regulatory and legislative reform, 
thereby increasing investor entry into land 
markets.  

 The Report concludes that the promotion of 
investor access into developing country land 
markets threatens local food security, displaces 
local populations, and therefore operates in direct 
violation of IFC ’s own Performance Standards as 
well as several UN Human Rights conventions. 

36 Landnahme - Die neuen 
Pachoms

Uwe Hoering 2011  Allgemeine Hintergrundinfo 
 Anbau von “Energiepflanzen” vs. 

Nahrungssicherung 
 Off shore farming 
 Wasser grabbing: Kontrolle von Wasserressourcen
 Proteste und Widerstand 
 Richtlinien 

Afrika; 
Madagaskar, 
Sierra Leone 
 

Text basiert 
auf “Land and 
Water 
Grabbing” von 
Angeline 
Muzara 

37 Land Grab? The Race for the 
world’s farmland

Wodrow Wilson 
International Center for 
Scholars: 
Carl Atkin, Gary R. 
Blumenthal, David 
Hallam, Chido 
Makunike, Ruth 
Meinzen Dick und Helen 
Markelova, Raul Q 
Montemayor, Alexandra 
Spieldoch und Sophia 
Murphy 

2010  A May 2009 conference on foreign land 
acquisitions examined patterns and motivations of 
such investments, considered the implications for 
investors, host countries and food security, and 
highlighted case studies from Africa, Asia, Central 
and Eastern Europe and the former Soviet Union 

 Essays on international investment, land 
acquisition, food security, poverty, investor´s 
perspectives on farmland, code of conduct, etc. 
are contained in this volume 

Asien, Afrika, 
Mittel/ Ost- 
Europa 

 

38 Towards a broader view of the 
politics of global land grab: 
Rethinking land issues, 
refraiming resistance

Transnational Institute 
(TNI); Initiatives in 
Critical Agrarian 
Studies (ICAS); Land 

2010  Critical examination of “win-win” arrangements 
and “code of conduct” 

 Broadening and deepening the analysis of global 
land grabbing, linking and dialoguing with 

 ICAS Working 
Paper 

http://www.globe-spotting.de/die_neuen_pachoms.html
http://www.globe-spotting.de/die_neuen_pachoms.html
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/topics/pubs/ASIA_090629_Land%20Grab_rpt.pdf
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/topics/pubs/ASIA_090629_Land%20Grab_rpt.pdf
http://www.tni.org/paper/towards-broader-view-politics-global-land-grabbing
http://www.tni.org/paper/towards-broader-view-politics-global-land-grabbing
http://www.tni.org/paper/towards-broader-view-politics-global-land-grabbing
http://www.tni.org/paper/towards-broader-view-politics-global-land-grabbing
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Deal Politics Initiative 
(LDPI): 
Saturnino Borras. 
Jennifer Franco 

ongoing efforts to explore alternatives tentatively 
putting forward the concept of “land sovereignty” 
as a possible vehicle 

39 From threat to opportunity? 
Problems with the idea of a 
"code of conduct" for land-
grabbing

Transnational Institute 
(TNI); Saturnino 
Borras, Jennifer Franco 

2010  Preliminary critique o f the emerging attempt to 
reframe the phenomenon of land grabbing, with 
the proposal for an international CoC in particular 

 The proposed CoC-framed response to the global 
land grab veers away from questioning the 
fundamental roots of land-grabbing, i.e., the 
existing industrial pattern of food and energy 
production and consumption controlled by TNCs, 
while engaging in the problematic notion of win-
win scenarios. In our view, for all the reasons 
outlined above, a CoC-framed response to land-
grabbing is likely to facilitate, not block, further 
landgrabbing and thus should not be considered, 
even as a second-best approach. Some may 
argue that the proposed CoC, despite its inherent 
weaknesses, should still be considered as a 
possible second-best, pragmatic approach on the 
grounds that large-scale land-grabbing is 
inevitable in the current economic climate and 
political-institutional context. Yet we contend that 
land-grabbing is not inevitable, that it can be 
prevented, and that concerted efforts should be 
undertaken to stop it. Doing so, however, will 
require an appropriate (re)alignment of political 
forces at the international, national, and local 
levels, mobilized within a human rights 
framework. 

 Comment 

40 Weltweite Jagd auf Ackerflächen AG Friedensforschung: 
Knut Henkel (in Neues 
Deutschland) 

2010  Allgemeine Hintergründe   

41 Landraub auf Kenianisch AG Friedensforschung: 
Jan Keno Deichmann 
(in Neues Deutschland) 

2010  Land grabbing in Mishomoromi, Kenia Kenia  

42 Turbokolonialismus AG Friedensforschung: 
Klaus Pedersen (in 
Junge Welt) 

2009  Welternährungssituation 
 Agrotreibstoffe 
 Klimawandel 
 Landgrabbing 

  

http://www.tni.org/paper/threat-opportunity-problems-code-conduct-land-grabbing
http://www.tni.org/paper/threat-opportunity-problems-code-conduct-land-grabbing
http://www.tni.org/paper/threat-opportunity-problems-code-conduct-land-grabbing
http://www.tni.org/paper/threat-opportunity-problems-code-conduct-land-grabbing
http://www.ag-friedensforschung.de/themen/Armut/nahrung5-neu.html
http://www.ag-friedensforschung.de/regionen/Kenia/verf-landraub.html
http://www.ag-friedensforschung.de/themen/Armut/turbo.html
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43 Alternatives to land aquisitions: 

Agricultural investment and 
collaborative business models

IIED, SDC, IFAD, CTV: 
Lorenzo Cotula, Rebeca 
Leonard 

2010  Highlights of an international lesson-sharing 
workshop in Maputo 

 Community investor-partnerships and more 
inclusive business models for agricultural 
investments 

 How to structure agricultural investments in ways 
that leave land and share value with local farmers 
and communities? 

Ghana, 
Südafrika, 
Uganda, 
Mozambik, 
Malawi, 
Tansania, 
Madagaskar, 
Indien 

 

44 Flucht in die Physis. Land 
grabbing als Knotenpunkt der 
Mehrfachkrise
 
 

Andreas Exner 2010 Seit 2008 spielt sich eine globale Landnahme 
ungeheuren Ausmaßes ab. Soziale Kämpfe dagegen 
nehmen weitgehend unbemerkt von der Öffentlichkeit 
zu. Das Phänomen des „Land Grabbing“ bedeutet eine 
neue Phase im Krisenverlauf und in der 
Transformation von Herrschaft. Im Folgenden einige 
vorläufige Resultate eines aktuellen 
Forschungsprozesses. 

 Bestimmungsgrößen das Land Grabbing 
 Globale Dynamik des Land Grabbing 
 Akteure, Motive, Strukturen 

o Widerständige Akteure: Kleinbauern und 
Hirten 

o Fallbeispiele 
 Positionen maßgeblicher Akteure zu Chancen und 

Risiken der „Landnahme“ (Einschätzung zu Win 
Win Möglichkeit, Chancen, Problemen und 
Strategien 

Uganda, 
Madagaskar,  
Äthiopien, 
Kenya 

Tabelle zu 
Positionen 
verschiedener 
Akteure 

45 Increasing commercial pressure 
on land: building a coordianted 
response

International Land 
Coalition (ICL): Michael 
Taylor, Tim Bending 
 

2010 This paper takes stock of current understandings of, 
and responses to, commercial pressures on land by 
organisations within and beyond ILC’s membership. It 
outlines key current initiatives to engage with the 
phenomenon; comments on recent trends in land 
transactions; discusses ten myths that are commonly 
associated with ‘land grabbing’; outlines key emerging 
concerns that responses to the phenomenon should 
address; and puts forward some key considerations 
and questions for building a 
coordinated response. 
 Literaturübersicht: Studien, Policies, Guidelines 

 Discussion 
Paper 

http://www.ifad.org/pub/land/alternatives.pdf
http://www.ifad.org/pub/land/alternatives.pdf
http://www.ifad.org/pub/land/alternatives.pdf
http://www.social-innovation.org/?p=1704
http://www.social-innovation.org/?p=1704
http://www.social-innovation.org/?p=1704
http://www.commercialpressuresonland.org/wp-content/uploads/09_07_cpl_discussionpaper.pdf
http://www.commercialpressuresonland.org/wp-content/uploads/09_07_cpl_discussionpaper.pdf
http://www.commercialpressuresonland.org/wp-content/uploads/09_07_cpl_discussionpaper.pdf
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 Typology of land acquisitions 

46 Foreign land purchases for 
agriculture: what impact on 
sustainable development?  

United Nations (UN): 
Howard Mann, Carin 
Smaller 

2010 Private investors and governments have recently 
stepped up foreign investment in farmland in the form 
of purchases or long-term lease of large tracks of 
arable land, notably in Africa. This brief examines the 
implications of this trend for sustainable development. 

 Sustainable 
development 
innovations 
brief 

47 Regulating Landgrabbing? Transnational Institute 
(TNI): 
Jennifer Franco, Jun 
Borras 

2010 Calls for codes of conduct for landgrabbing not only 
fail to tackle the main drivers of land dispossession 
but also legitimise a new wave of land enclosures that 
will affect many vulnerable rural communities. 

  

48 The many faces of the Investor 
Rush in Southern Africa: 
Towards a Typology of 
Commercial Land Deals

Institute for Poverty 
Land and Agrarian 
Studies (PLAAS): Ruth 
Hall 

2010 This paper reviews experiences of recent land deals 
which have curtailed rural communities‟ access to 
land and water in Southern Africa. As a work in 
progress, it summarises initial evidence of the 
characteristics of this new wave of deals on public 
lands and land held under customary tenure, and 
maps the distribution of these investments across the 
region. It draws attention to their diverse 
manifestations – to questions of scale and duration; 
initiation and process; production sectors; 
employment; natural resource use; determination, 
payment and distribution of compensation; 
investment partnerships and repatriation of profits; 
and end users. It adopts a schematic analytical 
framework for distinguishing between different types 
of land deals in the region and argues that this is 
important for considering implications for unfolding 
future trajectories of agrarian change. 

Southern Africa  

49 Awakening africa´s sleeping 
giant

World Bank 2009 Prospects for commercial agriculture in the Guinea 
savannah zone and beyond 
 reemergence of agriculture in the development 

agenda 
 past experience: Asia & Latin America vs. Sub-

saharan Africa 
 Outlook for commercial agriculture in Sub-

saharan Africa (International Trade policies, 
domestic and regional markets) 

 Commodity specific competitiveness analysis 
(Cassava, Maize, Cotton, Rice, …) 
Factors affecting the competitiveness of African 

  

http://www.un.org/esa/dsd/resources/res_pdfs/publications/ib/no8.pdf
http://www.un.org/esa/dsd/resources/res_pdfs/publications/ib/no8.pdf
http://www.un.org/esa/dsd/resources/res_pdfs/publications/ib/no8.pdf
http://www.tni.org/article/regulating-landgrabbing
http://www.plaas.org.za/Africa%20for%20Sale%20-%20papers%20-%20Hall%20-%20Southern%20Africa.pdf
http://www.plaas.org.za/Africa%20for%20Sale%20-%20papers%20-%20Hall%20-%20Southern%20Africa.pdf
http://www.plaas.org.za/Africa%20for%20Sale%20-%20papers%20-%20Hall%20-%20Southern%20Africa.pdf
http://www.plaas.org.za/Africa%20for%20Sale%20-%20papers%20-%20Hall%20-%20Southern%20Africa.pdf
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTARD/Resources/sleeping_giant.pdf
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTARD/Resources/sleeping_giant.pdf
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Agriculture 

 Potential social & environmental impacts of 
commercial agriculture 

 Conclusions and recommendations 

50 Africa: up for grabs 
The scale and impact of 
landgrabbing for agrofuels
 
Afrika: für jedermann zu haben. 
Ausmaß und Auswirkungen von 
Landnahme zur 
Agrotreibstoffproduktion

Friends of the earth 
Europe 

2010 This report looks at the reality of land grabs for 
agrofuel in Africa and examines the extent of the 
practice and the impacts on the ground. It raises 
fundamental questions about the impacts of Europe’s 
agrofuel policy and the willingness of African countries 
to allocate large areas of land. 
In doing so, it draws on a number of studies, press 
reports and local research. There is however a lack of 
detailed public information about land deals and 
ownership in most parts of Africa and providing a full 
picture of the situation is close to impossible. The 
political situation in a number of Africa countries also 
makes it very difficult for civil society and members of 
the public to obtain official information or to speak 
openly. This report is therefore only a snapshot based 
on what information is publicly available. Increased 
transparency and more research are urgently 
required. 

Angola, 
Kamerun, 
Kongo, 
Äthiopien, 
Ghana, 
Mozambique,  
Nigeria, Sierra 
Leone, 
Tanzania 

FriEnt HP 

51 Rethinking resource conflict.   CMI Norway: 
J-A.McNeish,  

2010 Word Development Report  FriEnt HP 

52 Land, Power and Identity. Roots 
of violent Conflict in Eastern DRC

International Alert: 
Chris Huggins 

2010 This study examines access to, use of and 
management of land and its links with the root causes 
of conflict in the two Kivu provinces and Ituri in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC). The study’s aim 
is to identify key gaps in the international 
community’s understanding of land issues in Eastern 
DRC, as well as gaps in the kinds of interventions that 
are being conducted at the current time (2009-2010). 

DR Kongo FriEnt HP 

53 Landgrabbing und das 
Menschenrecht auf Nahrung

ICEP Berliner Institut 
für christliche Ethik und 
Politik: Stefan Kurzke-
Maasmeier, Wolfgang 
Schonecke 

2010 Eine Folge dieser Landnahmepolitik durch 
unterschiedliche staatliche wie private Interessenten 
in aller Welt ist die Verletzung von fundamentalen 
Rechten der dort lebenden Bevölkerung. Im Folgenden 
soll zunächst auf die Spannung von modernem 
Landrecht und traditionellen Landnutzungsrechten 
sowie auf (internationale) Initiativen gegen Land 
Grabbing eingegangen werden, um daran 
anschließend die menschenrechtlichen Implikationen 

 FriEnt HP 

http://www.foeeurope.org/agrofuels/FoEE_Africa_up_for_grabs_2010.pdf
http://www.foeeurope.org/agrofuels/FoEE_Africa_up_for_grabs_2010.pdf
http://www.foeeurope.org/agrofuels/FoEE_Africa_up_for_grabs_2010.pdf
http://www.inkota.de/fileadmin/user_upload/Themen_Kampagnen/Ernaehrung_und_Landwirtschaft/Land_Grabbing/FoEE_Africa_up_for_grabs_2010_GERMAN.pdf
http://www.inkota.de/fileadmin/user_upload/Themen_Kampagnen/Ernaehrung_und_Landwirtschaft/Land_Grabbing/FoEE_Africa_up_for_grabs_2010_GERMAN.pdf
http://www.inkota.de/fileadmin/user_upload/Themen_Kampagnen/Ernaehrung_und_Landwirtschaft/Land_Grabbing/FoEE_Africa_up_for_grabs_2010_GERMAN.pdf
http://www.inkota.de/fileadmin/user_upload/Themen_Kampagnen/Ernaehrung_und_Landwirtschaft/Land_Grabbing/FoEE_Africa_up_for_grabs_2010_GERMAN.pdf
http://www.cmi.no/publications/file/3852-rethinking-resource-conflict.pdf
http://www.international-alert.org/pdf/0112landpower.pdf
http://www.international-alert.org/pdf/0112landpower.pdf
http://www.icep-berlin.de/fileadmin/templates/images/argumente_Arbeitspapiere/100913._Land_Grabbing_Menschenrechte.pdf
http://www.icep-berlin.de/fileadmin/templates/images/argumente_Arbeitspapiere/100913._Land_Grabbing_Menschenrechte.pdf
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von Landinvestitionen, insbesondere hinsichtlich des 
Rechts auf Nahrung zu untersuchen. Nach einer 
knappen anthropologischen und normativen 
Grundlegung  wird das Menschenrecht auf Nahrung als 
fundamentales Ermöglichungsrecht begründet und in 
seinem materialen Gehalt dargestellt. Sodann werden 
das Problem der Justiziabilität und Möglichkeiten der 
Rechtsdurchsetzung und der Menschenrechtsbildung 
diskutiert. Abschließend wird das Menschenrecht auf 
Nahrung im Kontext des Land Grabbing mit Blick auf 
politische Handlungsempfehlungen ausbuchstabiert. 

54 Rising global interest in 
farmland. Can it yield 
sustainable and equitable 
benefits?

Worldbank 2010 As rising food and fuel prices create incentives for 
large-scale land acquisitions around the world, it is 
more important than ever for governments and the 
international community to protect local land rights, 
according to a new World Bank study. 

 FriEnt HP 

55 Word Bank report on land 
grabbing: beyond the smoke and 
rivers

GRAIN 2010 Most of the report is smoke and mirrors talk about 
potentials and opportunities, leading us to the 
conclusion that there is a huge disconnect between 
what the World Bank says, what is happening on the 
ground and what is truly needed. Right now, 
numerous governments and civil society organisations 
are calling to put a brake of one form or another on 
these land grab deals, which the study essentially 
ignores. 

 FriEnt HP 

56 Wem gehört das Land? HBS; Die Grünen 2010 Die Abgeordneten, ReferentInnen und 
TeilnehmerInnen der Konferenz „Bodenlos“ waren sich 
einig: Der "große Run" auf die Böden hat begonnen – 
mit zum Teil gravierenden sozialen und ökologischen 
Folgen. 

 FriEnt HP 

57 Foreign land grabbing in Africa Sofia Monsalve 2010 This report focuses on the role of the EU and its 
member states in land grabbing in Africa. Even though 
it is reported that the major current international 
investors are the Gulf States, China and South Korea, 
this reports sheds light on the EU’s involvement land 
acquisition in Africa and on the EU members States’ 
responsibility in implementing policies that have 
increased demand for land acquistion.  

 FriEnt HP 

58 ´Land Grabbing` – die Gier nach 
Land

Brot für alle; 
Fastenopfer 

2010 Hintergründe, Folgen, Handlungsansätze 
 

 FriEnt HP 

http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTARD/Resources/ESW_Sept7_final_final.pdf
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTARD/Resources/ESW_Sept7_final_final.pdf
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTARD/Resources/ESW_Sept7_final_final.pdf
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTARD/Resources/ESW_Sept7_final_final.pdf
http://www.grain.org/articles_files/atg-27-en.pdf
http://www.grain.org/articles_files/atg-27-en.pdf
http://www.grain.org/articles_files/atg-27-en.pdf
http://www.gruene-bundestag.de/cms/entwicklungszusammenarbeit/dok/361/361829.wem_gehoert_das_land.html
http://www.europafrica.info/en/documenti/advancing-african-agriculture
http://www.brotfueralle.ch/fileadmin/deutsch/2_Entwicklungpolitik_allgemein/2010_01_EinBlick.pdf
http://www.brotfueralle.ch/fileadmin/deutsch/2_Entwicklungpolitik_allgemein/2010_01_EinBlick.pdf
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59 Responding to ‘land grabbing’ 

and promoting responsible 
investment in agriculture

Harold Liversage 2010 This article aims to contribute to the current debate by 
reflecting on the challenges being faced and some of 
the possible responses. In particular, the article will 
focus on the recent development of a set of principles 
on responsible investment in agriculture … 
 

 FriEnt HP 

60 Das große Land-´Grabschen` Elfriede Schachner; 
vidc 

2010 Hintergründe 
 

 FriEnt HP 

61 Practice note 3: Foreign Direct 
Investment in conflict-affected 
contexts

International Alert: 
John Bray 

2010 FDI; Peacebuilding; conflict; why and how the 
operations of foreign investors are relevant for 
economic development planners and practitioners in 
conflict-affected contexts. It presents some of the 
main issues, risks and opportunities that economic 
development professionals need to bear in mind when 
designing programmes and initiatives that seek to 
attract foreign investors to unstable contexts. It also 
introduces the key stakeholders and processes, 
questions to be considered in programming, and main 
lessons learned.  

 FriEnt HP 

62 Land acquisitions – land grabbed Rural Vol. 44 Nr. 
1/2010 

2010 Foreign direct investment in land, also known as “land 
grabbing”, has become an explosive topic, especially 
in poor developing countries. In its first 2010 issue, 
Rural 21 gives insights into current trends in FDI, the 
political dimensions, the dangers that land grabbing 
by foreign investors hold for local food security, but 
also the opportunities it can bring for rural 
populations. Reports from countries in Africa and Asia 
illuminate the paths FDI is taking and the impacts it 
has, including on land law. 

 FriEnt HP 

63 Land Grab in Africa: Emerging 
land system drivers in a 
teleconnected world

The Global Land Project 
(GLP): 
Cecile Friis, Anette 
Reenberg 
 

2010 The ambition of this GLP report is to scrutinize and 
triangulate the scattered quantitative information that 
is currently available from various informal sources on 
land grabs in Africa in order to provide an answer to 
the question of ‘where, how much and for what’ 
investors have been acquiring land on the African 
continent. By this, we aim to provide reasonably 
accurate insight into the magnitude of this emerging 
pressure on land as of April 2010, when the 
information search was concluded. 
 Emerging cross-national trends in land demands 
 Conceptualizing land change 

Africa  

http://www.tni.org/sites/www.tni.org/files/Liversage%20Responsible%20Land%20Investment.pdf
http://www.tni.org/sites/www.tni.org/files/Liversage%20Responsible%20Land%20Investment.pdf
http://www.tni.org/sites/www.tni.org/files/Liversage%20Responsible%20Land%20Investment.pdf
http://www.vidc.org/index.php?id=1295
http://www.international-alert.org/pdf/practice_note3_march2010.pdf
http://www.international-alert.org/pdf/practice_note3_march2010.pdf
http://www.international-alert.org/pdf/practice_note3_march2010.pdf
http://www.rural21.com/article-en.html
http://www.globallandproject.org/Documents/GLP_report_01.pdf
http://www.globallandproject.org/Documents/GLP_report_01.pdf
http://www.globallandproject.org/Documents/GLP_report_01.pdf
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 New land change dynamics in the global south 
 Assessing the volume of foreign land interest in 

Africa 
 Annex: list with 177 land deals in 27 different 

countries in Africa 

64 Rushing for Land: Equitable and 
sustainable development in 
Africa, Asia and Latin America

Society for 
International 
Development Annelies 
Zoomers 

2011 The drivers of the growing land pressure 
 Off shore farming: FDI in food production 
 FDI in non-food agricultural commodities and 

biofuels 
 Adaptation purchases to meet climate change 
 Protected areas – nature reserves and ecotourism 

– places to hide 
 Special economic zones, large-scale infrastructure 

works, mining and urban extensions 
 Large-scale tourist complexes 
 Retirement and residential migration 
 Land purchases by migrants in their countries of 

origin 

  

65 Die neue Landnahme – 
Amazonien im Visier des 
Agrobusiness

Forschungs- und 
Dokumentationszentru
m Chile-Lateinamerika 
(FDCL) Berlin: 
Thilo F. Papacek 

2009  Der globale Griff nach Land 
 Amazoniens Land – Wem gehört es, wer will es? 

o Begriff der fortschreitenden Grenze: 
Landwirtschaftsfrontier 

 Unterschiede der industrialisierten Landwirtschaft 
in Amazonien im Vergleich zum Landgrabbing, 
wie es anderswo stattfindet 

 Negative Folgen des uneingeschränkten 
Wachstums der industrialisierten Landwirtschaft 

 historische Entwicklungen 
 Konflikte um/in Amazonien 

Brasilien, 
Bolivien 

 

66 Landnahme - Land Grabbing 
Materialsammlung

AllianceSud 2009 Hintergrunddokumente  FriEnt HP 

67 Kostbarer Boden E+Z: 
Lorenzo Cotula, Sonja 
Vermeulen 

2009 Das Interesse internationaler Investoren an 
Agrarflächen in Entwicklungsländern wächst. Im 
Frühjahr machten IIED, FAO und IFAD mit einer 
Studie auf das Phänomen großer Grundstückskäufe 
aufmerksam. Zwei der Autoren beklagen nun, dass die 
Medien weltweit seither über Risiken berichten, die 
Chancen aber übersehen. 
 

 FriEnt HP 

68 FAO paper on land grab is Inter Press Service 
News Agency: 

2009 The boom in the acquisition of arable land in Africa by 
foreign companies and governments has stirred an 

Afrika FriEnt HP 

http://www.palgrave-journals.com/development/journal/vaop/ncurrent/pdf/dev201097a.pdf
http://www.palgrave-journals.com/development/journal/vaop/ncurrent/pdf/dev201097a.pdf
http://www.palgrave-journals.com/development/journal/vaop/ncurrent/pdf/dev201097a.pdf
http://fdcl-berlin.de/fileadmin/fdcl/Publikationen/LandgrabAmazonien_WEB.pdf
http://fdcl-berlin.de/fileadmin/fdcl/Publikationen/LandgrabAmazonien_WEB.pdf
http://fdcl-berlin.de/fileadmin/fdcl/Publikationen/LandgrabAmazonien_WEB.pdf
http://alliancesud.ch/de/dokumentation/e-dossiers/land-grabbing
http://alliancesud.ch/de/dokumentation/e-dossiers/land-grabbing
http://www.inwent.org/ez/articles/155062/index.de.shtml
http://www.ipsnews.net/africa/nota.asp?idnews=47599
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´wishy-washy` Julio Godoy international debate between international institutions 

such as the United Nations’ Food and Agriculture 
Organisation (FAO) and non-governmental groups and 
independent experts. 

69 Land grab or development 
opportunity

FAO, IIED, IFAD:  
L. Cotula, S. 
Vermeulen, R. Leonard 
and J. Keeley 

2009 Discussion of key trends and drivers in land 
acquisitions, the contractual arrangements 
underpinning them and the way these are negotiated, 
as well as the early impacts on land access for rural 
people in recipient countries.  
The report draws on a literature review; on qualitative 
interviews with key informants internationally; on 
national inventories of approved and proposed land 
acquisitions since 2004 in five African countries 
(Ethiopia, Ghana, Madagascar, Mali and Sudan), as 
well as qualitative case studies in Mozambique and 
Tanzania; and on legal analysis of applicable law and 
of a small sample of land deals.  

Afrika FriEnt HP 

3. policy papers, briefings, protest actions 
70 Land Governance in Support of 

the MDG
FIG, Worldbank 2009 This publication is a result of the joint FIG-World Bank 

Conference on “Land Governance in Support of the 
Millennium Development Goals: Responding to New 
Challenges” held at the World Bank Headquarters in 
Washington DC, 9–10 March 2009. It includes a report 
identifying the highlights of the conference, the ways 
forward, and also a declaration produced as a 
conclusion of the conference. 

  

71 Protestaktion: Nein zum 
Ausverkauf von Afrika

INKOTA 2010 In Folge des Land Grabbings kommt es immer öfter zu 
Vertreibungen und Landkonflikten. Leidtragende sind 
die Menschen, die von diesem Land leben. Auch 
deutsche Unternehmen sind am Wettlauf um Land in 
Afrika beteiligt! Die Bundesregierung kann einiges 
dagegen unternehmen, doch bislang reagiert sie nur 
zögerlich. Es ist höchste Zeit zu handeln! 

 FriEnt HP 

72 Landhunger Misereor 2010 Hintergründe, Folgen, Handlungsansätze  FriEnt HP 

73 Peak Soil – Die globale Jagd 
nach Land

FDCL: 
Thomas Fritz 

2009 Die Menschheit überschreitet nicht nur den Gipfel der 
Ausbeutung von Öl („Peak Oil“), sondern auch der 
Vernutzung von Boden („Peak Soil“) 

 FriEnt HP 

74 Development Policy Stance on 
the Topic of Land Grabbing – the 

BMZ 
Diskurs 015 

2009  the battle for land, a resource that is becoming 
more and more scarce worldwide 

 FriEnt HP 

http://www.fao.org/docrep/011/ak241e/ak241e00.htm
http://www.fao.org/docrep/011/ak241e/ak241e00.htm
http://www.fig.net/pub/figpub/pub45/figpub45.pdf
http://www.fig.net/pub/figpub/pub45/figpub45.pdf
http://www.inkota.de/themen-kampagnen/welternaehrung-landwirtschaft/land-grabbing/
http://www.inkota.de/themen-kampagnen/welternaehrung-landwirtschaft/land-grabbing/
http://www.misereor.de/fileadmin/redaktion/Positionspapier_Landhunger.pdf
http://fdcl-berlin.de/publikationen/fdcl-veroeffentlichungen/peak-soil-die-globale-jagd-nach-land-thomas-fritz-fdcl-verlag/
http://fdcl-berlin.de/publikationen/fdcl-veroeffentlichungen/peak-soil-die-globale-jagd-nach-land-thomas-fritz-fdcl-verlag/
http://www.bmz.de/en/publications/type_of_publication/strategies/diskurs015en.pdf
http://www.bmz.de/en/publications/type_of_publication/strategies/diskurs015en.pdf
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Purchase and Leasing of Large 
Areas of Land in Developing 
Countries

 driving forces – causes and impact chains 
 risks and opportunities for developing countries 
 need for action: developing international 

guidelines 

75 Uncharted territory: land, 
conflict and humanitarian action

Overseas Development 
Institute: 
Sara Panuliano, Samir 
Elhawary 

2009 Humanitarian Policy Group (HPG): policy brief 
 the relationship between land and conflict 
 land in post-conflict contexts 
 humanitarian engagement on land issues 

 FriEnt HP 

76 Madagaskar: Proteste gegen 
Ausverkauf von Ackerland

Epo 2009 Britische, indische und südkoreanische Firmen 
versuchen, im großen Stil Land auf Madagaskar 
aufzukaufen. Vor allem ein Deal zwischen der 
Regierung Madagaskars und dem südkoreanischen 
Konzern Daewoo über die Überlassung von 1,3 
Millionen Hektar bestem Ackerland hatte Ende letzten 
Jahres für weltweites Aufsehen gesorgt. Die 
Menschenrechtsorganisation FIAN und das katholische 
Hilfswerk Misereor forderten Rajoelina am Montag auf, 
dem Ausverkauf des Landes eine klare Absage zu 
erteilen und die Landrechte der heimischen Bauern zu 
sichern. 

 FriEnt HP 

77 Land grabbing by foreign 
investors in developing countries

International Food 
Policy Research 
Institute : 
Joachim von Braun and 
Ruth Meinzen-Dick 

2009 One of the lingering effects of the food price crisis of 
2007–08 on the world food system is the proliferating 
acquisition of farmland in developing countries by 
other countries seeking to ensure their food supplies. 
Increased pressures on natural resources, water 
scarcity, export restrictions imposed by major 
producers when food prices were high, and growing 
distrust in the functioning of regional and global 
markets have pushed countries short in land and 
water to find alternative means of producing food. 
These land acquisitions have the potential to inject 
much-needed investment into agriculture and rural 
areas in poor developing countries, but they also raise 
concerns about the impacts on poor local people, who 
risk losing access to and control over land on which 
they depend. It is crucial to ensure that these land 
deals, and the environment within which they take 
place, are designed in ways that will reduce the 
threats and facilitate the opportunities for all parties 
involved. 

 FriEnt HP 

http://www.odi.org.uk/resources/download/4409.pdf
http://www.odi.org.uk/resources/download/4409.pdf
http://www.epo.de/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=5249:madagaskar-proteste-gegen-ausverkauf-von-ackerland&catid=14&Itemid=88
http://www.epo.de/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=5249:madagaskar-proteste-gegen-ausverkauf-von-ackerland&catid=14&Itemid=88
http://www.ifpri.org/publication/land-grabbing-foreign-investors-developing-countries
http://www.ifpri.org/publication/land-grabbing-foreign-investors-developing-countries
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78 Seized: The 2008 landgrab for 

food and financial security
GRAIN 2008 Today’s food and financial crises have, in tandem, 

triggered a new global land grab. On the one hand, 
“food insecure” governments that rely on imports to 
feed their people are snatching up vast areas of 
farmland abroad for their own offshore food 
production. On the other hand, food corporations and 
private investors, hungry for profits in the midst of the 
deepening financial crisis, see investment in foreign 
farmland as an important new source of revenue. As a 
result, fertile agricultural land is becoming increasingly 
privatised and concentrated. If left unchecked, this 
global land grab could spell the end of small-scale 
farming, and rural livelihoods, in numerous places 
around the world. 

 FriEnt HP 

4.  guidelines and handbooks  
 

http://www.grain.org/briefings_files/landgrab-2008-en.pdf
http://www.grain.org/briefings_files/landgrab-2008-en.pdf
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79 Helvetas Guidline natural 

Resources and Conflict
HELVETAS 2010 complex management of natural resources; 

ownership; resource management; conflict 
management  

 FriEnt HP 

80 Land Conflicts: A practical guide 
to dealing with land disputes

GTZ: 
Babette Wehrmann 

2008 "This guide has been written for all those working in 
the land sector, in natural resource management and 
in urban and rural development. It aims to broaden 
the understanding of the complexity of causes that 
lead to land conflicts in order to provide for better-
targeted ways of addressing such conflicts. It also 
provides a number of tools with which to analyse land 
conflicts. Successful analysis of land conflicts is seen 
as a vital step towards their eventual settlement. 
Finally, this guidebook discusses a wide variety of 
options for settling ongoing land conflicts and for 
preventing new ones. In addition, the guide provides 
useful training material for educators and lecturers in 
courses in land administration and land management." 

 FriEnt HP 

5.  events and research  
81 International Workshop on 

“Global land grabbing”  
ISD 6.-8.04. 

2011 
The focus of the conference will be on the politics of 
global land grabbing and agrarian change. Papers 
should address some of the most urgent and strategic 
questions around global land grab, including: 
 Rural social differentiation following changes in 

land use & property relations 
 Local level & national food security 
 What unites/divides the rural poor & organised 

movements around the issue of land deals 
 Policies encouraging/discouraging land deals; 

strengths & limitations of “code of conduct”, 
certification, regulation, information 
dissemination, capacity building 

  

82 http://www.ids.ac.uk/go/news/a
-global-land-grab

Institute of 
Development Studies; 
Land Deal Politics 
Initiative (LDPI): 
Ian Scoones 

2009  Joint effort of research initiatives in five academic 
institutions 

 The initiative aims for a broad framework 
encompassing the political economy, political 
ecology and political sociology of land deals 
centred on food, biofuels, minerals and 
conservation. We will use as a general framework 
the four key questions in agrarian political 
economy: (i) who owns what? (ii) who does 

  

https://www.helvetas.ch/wEnglish/competencies/documented_experiences/NRM_and_conflicts-EINSEITIG.pdf
https://www.helvetas.ch/wEnglish/competencies/documented_experiences/NRM_and_conflicts-EINSEITIG.pdf
http://www2.gtz.de/wbf/library/detail.asp?number=6309
http://www2.gtz.de/wbf/library/detail.asp?number=6309
http://www.ids.ac.uk/go/news/politics-of-the-global-land-grab
http://www.ids.ac.uk/go/news/politics-of-the-global-land-grab
http://www.ids.ac.uk/go/news/a-global-land-grab
http://www.ids.ac.uk/go/news/a-global-land-grab
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what? (iii) who gets what? and (iv) what do they 
do with the surplus wealth that has been created? 
We will also ask questions about social and 
political relations: ‘what do people do to each 
other?', and questions about people-environment 
interactions: ‘how do changes in politics get 
shaped by dynamic ecologies, and vice versa?' 
The aim is to ask a range of big picture questions 
through detailed in-depth case studies in a 
number of sites globally, focusing on the politics 
of land deals. 

83 Neue Landnahme, Agrobusiness 
und Ernährungssicherheit – 
Konflikte um die Ressource Land

Grüne Bildungs-
werkstatt Wien 

2010 Bericht über eine gemeinsame Veranstaltung des 
Instituts für Politikwissenschaft der Universität Wien, 
der Grünen Bildungswerkstatt Wien, AgrarAttac, der 
Dreikönigsaktion, FIAN, Greenpeace, ÖBV-Vía 
Campesina und Südwind am an der Universität Wien.  
 

  

84 Landnahmen und nachhaltige 
Entwicklung

GIGA; Uni Greifswald;  
Institut für 
Weltwirtschaft, Kiel

 Forschungsfragen: 
 Wie werden Verträge zwischen Investoren und 

Zielländern geschlossen, werden dabei auch 
lokale Landrechte berücksichtigt? 

 Wie sind die Auswirkungen auf die lokale 
Bevölkerung, die Volkswirtschaften der Zielländer 
und die Umwelt? 

 Wie unterscheiden sich Landnahmen 
untereinander (je nach Investor, Zielregion etc.) 
und im Hinblick auf herkömmliche ausländische 
Direktinvestitionen? 

  

85 Integrated Projects (Conflict and 
cooperation over natural 
resources in developing 
countries)

IS academie  NWO-CoCooN Integrated Projects (Conflict and 
Cooperation over Natural Resources in Developing 
Countries) 
o Land grab and dwindling water resources: 

Reconciling competing claims and conflicts over 
natural resources in Africa's dry lands, specifically 
Kenya. Coordinator: Dr. M.M.E.M. Rutten 
Consortium partners: Rutten (UL-ASC, NL); Odipo 
(Moi University, Kenya); Davies (IUCN/World 
Initiative for Sustainable Pastoralism (WISP), 
Kenya); Barmentlo (Cordaid, NL) 

Kenya  

86 Sustainable development – 
liberalization of land markets 

Guus van Westen & 
Annelies Zoomers, in 

2009 Report of an academic panel at Utrecht university 
This panel, organized by Prof. dr. Annelies Zoomers 

Nigeria,  
Indien,  

 

http://www.gbw-wien.at/article613.htm
http://www.gbw-wien.at/article613.htm
http://www.gbw-wien.at/article613.htm
http://www.giga-hamburg.de/index.php?file=fp_ft1_landnahmen.html&folder=fsp3
http://www.giga-hamburg.de/index.php?file=fp_ft1_landnahmen.html&folder=fsp3
http://www.ifw-kiel.de/academy/environment/land-use/ongoing-projects#landgrab
http://www.ifw-kiel.de/academy/environment/land-use/ongoing-projects#landgrab
http://www.landgovernance.org/node/88#2
http://www.landgovernance.org/node/88#2
http://www.landgovernance.org/node/88#2
http://www.landgovernance.org/node/88#2
http://www.commercialpressuresonland.org/wp-content/uploads/utrecht-land-panel-july-2009.pdf
http://www.commercialpressuresonland.org/wp-content/uploads/utrecht-land-panel-july-2009.pdf
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and new process of land 
grabbing

collaboration with Wim 
Nijenhuis 

and Dr. Guus van Westen (International Development 
Studies, IDS, Utrecht University) and chaired by Frits 
van der Wal (Netherlands Ministry of Foreign Affairs), 
aimed to explore current processes of land alienation; 
who are the main actors in land grabbing and what 
interests are behind it? Who are the sellers (part of 
exit strategies) and intermediaries, and what is the 
position of local groups? What is the role of policy and 
markets in the processes of land acquisition and 
conversion? And what are the implications of the new 
land acquisition for local development, in terms of 
environmental, economic and social sustainability? 
The panel is intended to result in publications and 
follow-up activities. 

Laos, 
Indonesien,  
Südafrika,  
China, 
Äthiopien,  
 

87 EU Working Group on Land 
Issues

Thorben Kruse   The main objectives of the Working Group are (i) 
to share information, exchange experiences and 
(ii) develop common EU positions and 
recommendations on land policy and reform 
initiatives in developing countries. 

 TAG-Liste mit Links zu weiterführenden Artikeln 
und Studien 

  

88 Land access, land aquisitions 
and rural development

ACP 2010 The Regional  Development Briefing in Central Africa 
on “Land access, land acquisitions and rural 
development: New challenges, new opportunities” was 
held in Yaoundé, Cameroun on 27-28th September 
2010. It discussed the links between property 
rights, investment and economic opportunities in rural 
areas: Policy and Governance on Land and Forests 
Resources; the Land acquisition and its contribution to 
development and the Promotion of 
responsible agricultural transnational investments. 

  

89 Grounding land governance African Studies Centre 
(ASC) 

 This research programme investigates how land 
governance evolves in post-conflict situations, as an 
outcome of the interaction between multiple 
stakeholders, including government, traditional 
authorities, NGOs, and local people. Thereby, it looks 
in particular at how decentralization influences 
relations of governance, how it impacts the legitimacy 
and authority of local land tenure institutions, and 
how it affects the resolution of land conflicts. It builds 
around comparative analysis of case studies from 

Uganda, 
Burdundi, 
Southern Sudan

 

http://www.capacity4dev.eu/eu-working-group-land-issues/info/eu-working-group-land-issues
http://www.capacity4dev.eu/eu-working-group-land-issues/info/eu-working-group-land-issues
http://www.acpbriefings.net/themes/land-access-land-acquisitions-and-rural-development/
http://www.acpbriefings.net/themes/land-access-land-acquisitions-and-rural-development/
http://www.ascleiden.nl/Research/GroundingLandGovernance.aspx
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Uganda, Burundi and southern Sudan. The 
programme will generate an analytical framework for 
the study of land governance after conflict that aims 
to inform decentralization policies in post-conflict 
situations and to promote dialogue with policy-makers 
about land governance. 

90 Commercial Pressures on Land 
worldwide

ILC, Agter: 
Michel Merlet, Clara 
Jamart 

2009 Outline der ILC Initiative: Global Study weltweit  

6.  historical perspective  
91 A historical perspective on the 

"Global Land Rush"
International Land 
Coalition (ILC): 
Chris Huggins 

2011    

7. wider context of land conflicts 
92 From conflict to peacebuilding 

The Role of natural resources 
and the environment

UNEP 2009 The report aims to summarize the latest knowledge 
and field experience on the linkages between 
environment, conflict and peacebuilding and to 
demonstrate the need for those linkages to be 
addressed in a more coherent and systematic way by 
the UN, Member States and other stakeholders.  
 the role of natural resources in violent conflict 
 impact of conflicts on natural resources 
 role of natural resources in peacebuuilding 
 Knowledge and field experience on the linkages 

between environment, conflict & peacebuilding 
 14 case studies: Darfur, Sudan; Sierra leone & 

Liberia; Angola; Cambodia; Côte dÍvoire, Kosovo, 
Afghanistan; Gaza, DRK; Rwanda; Haiti, Peru, 
Ecuador 

Afrika, Asien, 
Südamerika 

United 
Nations 
Environemnt 
Programme 

93 A case study on large-scale 
forestland acquisition in china
 

Rural Development 
Institute, Rights and 
ressources; Li Ping, 
Robin Nielsen 

2010 • Fallstudie: Stora Enso Plantation Project in 
Hepu County, Guangxi Province 

• Corporate Social Responsibility 
•  

China  

94 Mechanism of land conflict 
resolution in rural Cambodia
 

HU Berlin;  
Lavinia Helen 
Schwedersky 

2010 • case study on a land conflict closely 
monitored by Lutheran World Federation 
Cambodia (LWF) 

• strategies and existing mechanisms to solve 
land conflicts by NGOs 

• land ownership and acces to land as the most 

Cambodia Bachelor 
Thesis 

http://www.landcoalition.org/publications/commercial-pressures-land-worldwide
http://www.landcoalition.org/publications/commercial-pressures-land-worldwide
http://www.landcoalition.org/sites/default/files/publication/904/WEB_HUGGINS_History_final_layout.pdf
http://www.landcoalition.org/sites/default/files/publication/904/WEB_HUGGINS_History_final_layout.pdf
http://www.unep.org/pdf/pcdmb_policy_01.pdf
http://www.unep.org/pdf/pcdmb_policy_01.pdf
http://www.unep.org/pdf/pcdmb_policy_01.pdf
http://www.rightsandresources.org/documents/files/doc_1800.pdf
http://www.rightsandresources.org/documents/files/doc_1800.pdf
http://www.observatori.org/documents/BA%20Thesis%20Mechanisms%20of%20Land%20Conflict%20Resolution%20in%20Rural%20Cambodia-1.pdf
http://www.observatori.org/documents/BA%20Thesis%20Mechanisms%20of%20Land%20Conflict%20Resolution%20in%20Rural%20Cambodia-1.pdf
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frequent sources of conflict 

•  

95 Land grabbing in Eastern 
Europe: global food security and 
land governance in post soviet 
Eurasia
 

Oane Visser, Max Spoor 2010 Landgrabbing in post-soviet countries  Ukraine, 
Kasachstan, 
Russland 

Paper for 
European 
Association of 
Agricultural 
Economists 
(EAAE) 

96 The Struggle over Land in Africa. 
Conflicts, Politics and Change

Human Science 
Research Council 
(HSRC): Ward 
Anseeuw, Chris Alden 

2010  ethnic and indigenous land conflicts 
 between “traditionalism and modernity”; 

insecurity, privatisation and marginalisation 
 renewed land interests, land use and land 

conflicts 
 state building, politics and land 
 land policy development, planning and (non-) 

inclusiveness 
 regional scopes of land conflicts and changing 

norms 

Kenya, South 
Africa, Great 
Lakes Region, 
Namibia, 
Mozambique, 
Angola, 
Tanzania, 
Zimbabwe 

 

97 Political Economy of Land Access 
and Control over Natural and 
Land based resources: A means 
for conflicts prevention and 
management?

Remy Sietchiping 2010 Perennial and violent family, ethnic, tribal, national 
and regional conflicts are land-related, particularly the 
struggle for access to and control over land and its 
natural resources. Preventing and managing 
landrelated conflicts requires securing land rights for 
all beyond property rights. The paper takes the view 
that access to and control over land-based resources 
for the majority will need the adoption of a ‘continuum 
of land rights’ approach that recognizing the variety of 
land access mechanisms and practices which are 
legitimate and enforceable.  

 CAPRi 
Workshop on 
collective 
action, 
property 
rights, and 
conflicts in 
natural 
resource 
management 

 

http://ageconsearch.umn.edu/bitstream/95314/2/Visser-Land_grabbing_in_Eastern_Europe-238.pdf
http://ageconsearch.umn.edu/bitstream/95314/2/Visser-Land_grabbing_in_Eastern_Europe-238.pdf
http://ageconsearch.umn.edu/bitstream/95314/2/Visser-Land_grabbing_in_Eastern_Europe-238.pdf
http://ageconsearch.umn.edu/bitstream/95314/2/Visser-Land_grabbing_in_Eastern_Europe-238.pdf
http://www.capacity4dev.eu/sites/default/files/document/2010-03-25/The_Struggle_over_Land_in_Africa_.pdf
http://www.capacity4dev.eu/sites/default/files/document/2010-03-25/The_Struggle_over_Land_in_Africa_.pdf
http://www.ibcperu.org/doc/isis/13307.pdf
http://www.ibcperu.org/doc/isis/13307.pdf
http://www.ibcperu.org/doc/isis/13307.pdf
http://www.ibcperu.org/doc/isis/13307.pdf
http://www.ibcperu.org/doc/isis/13307.pdf

